SENATE RECORD VOTE ANALYSIS

104th Congress August 11, 1995, 10:12 a.m.

1st Session Vote No. 394 Page S-12322 Temp. Record
DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS/Kiowa Warrior Helicopter
SUBJECT: Department of Defense Appropriations Bill for fiscal year 1996 . . . S. 1087. Stevens motion to table the
Harkin amendment No. 2400.
ACTION: MOTION TO TABLE AGREED TO, 64-35
SYNOPSIS: As reported, S. 1087, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill for fiscal year 1996, will appropriate

$242.7 billion for the military functions of the Department of Defense for fiscal year 1996, which is $6.4 billion more the
requested and $2.3 billion less than the fiscal year (FY) 1995 funding level.

The Harkin amendmentwould cut funding by $125 million for Aircraft Procurement, Army, with the intention of eliminating
funding to purchase and to upgrade Kiowa Warrior light scout helicopters.

Debate was limited by unanimous consent. Following debate, Senator Stevens moved to table the Harkin amendment. Gen
those favoring the motion to table opposed the amendment; those opposing the motion to table favored the amendment.

Those favoringthe motion to table contended:

We added the $125 million in funding for the Kiowa Warrior helicopter because the Army told us that it was its most criti
unfunded aviation priority. The funding will make the helicopter night- and armed-reconnaissance capable, and it whlegive it
ability to be converted to a medical evacuation helicopter for night use while it is armed. Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (détvs) do
have and will not have all these capabilities. We therefore urge the rejection of the Harkin amendment.

Those opposinghe motion to table contended:

The armed Kiowa Warrior helicopter is used for light attack and reconnaissance. It has a two-man crew, and is used in mis
by itself or, more commonly, with Apache helicopters. Its basic frame was first designed in 1968, and it has served agmirably
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the years, but its technology is dated. The main use for Kiowa helicopters is now reconnaissance, not fighting. We tten stretch
technology for new uses, as our colleagues suggest, but it is really expensive to try to make old designs fit moderrtsetdhiemen
trend in scout flights is to use UAV technology, which is both cheaper and obviously does not risk the lives of pilotss With th
background, this bill's $125 million increase in funding for 20 additional Kiowa Warrior helicopters is unjustified. Eaxqtidrelic

will cost over $6 million. In contrast, we could buy Hunter UAVs for $2.5 million each. We do not believe this appropniation fo
Kiowa helicopters makes sense, so we urge our colleagues to join us in opposing the motion to table the Harkin amendment.



